he UniTrak People

Mover system began rev-

enue service in April,

1998, in Primm Valley,
Nevada.

Passengers and people
mover enthusiasts welcome
another successful installa-
tion. However, the signifi-
cance of the introduction of
Unitrak technology to the
APM market goes far beyond
mere people mover industry
statistics.

It is the first time in
many years that common
sense actually prevails in
transit design. Typically,
APM suppliers have tried to
make complex designs sim-
pler or simple designs com-
plex to meet the market
needs of more affordable
transit. Those desperate
market needs have caused
resurrection of cable tech-
nologies and the invention of
belt-way propulsion.

Cable- and belt-ways are,
however, temporary solu-
tions for the lack of a better
option. The future of transit
clearly belongs to smart and
flexible self-propelled sys-
tems. UniTrak is a signifi-
cant step towards this
direction from the point of
view of the revolutionary
guideway-vehicle interface
owing to its simplicity. Let’s
go for a ride.

UNITRAK ROOTS

The UniTrak design roots go
back to the early 1980s when
the concept of a light rail sys-
tem without ugly overhead
traction was conceived by
Paul Wyss and the author of
this article with support of
several other designers (par-
ticularly from Von Roll).
This concept has been con-
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tinuously mastered by Guido
Schwager (at that time the
chief executive officer of
VSL). As a result, the
Waikoloa Minirail system
was built in 1987. It has
operated for many years and
is known for its highly
acclaimed aesthetic qualities
(in a spectacular Hawaiian
resort setting).

Although very successful,
the Minirail system is of a
low performance and taking
it to a higher level was made
possible by the creation of
Schwager Davis, Inc. (SDI).
SDI continues the tradition
started by VSL Corporation
which, for many years, was
the leading supplier of
affordable APM systems for
private industry.

THE PRIMM VALLEY SYSTEM
The Primm Valley system
consists of one four car train
(96 passengers) which is
much more spacious than
the Waikoloa train. Similarly
as for Waikoloa, the train
was beautifully crafted by
CWA in Switzerland.

The UniTrak trains are
constructed of lightweight
structural aluminum pro-
files for the cars, and fibre-
glass-reinforced plastic for
the nose sections at each
end. The integrally con-
structed, double-walled car
bodies are well insulated
from heat, cold, and noise.
The box-type framework con-
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THE UNITRAK SYSTEM BLENDS IN SURPRISINGLY, WEEE'WITH TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS.

sists of closed light-alloy pro-
files with bolted and welded
joints. The monorail train
floor is flush with the station
platform. The cars are fully
air-conditioned with large
window areas running along
the full length on both sides.

The trains are composed
of cars containing three
eight-passenger seating com-
partments with access to and
exit from each compartment
provided by an automati-

cally-operating door on each
side of the train. Two cars of
each train are ADA compli-
ant and accommodate two
wheelchairs by folding up
the special seats of that com-
partment.

When wheelchair trans-
port is not required, the
seats remain down for stan-
dard passenger use. Large
window areas are furnished
on both sides of each train
along the full length.
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